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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB IN 

SUBJECT: STRIKE BY MAHARASHTRA STATE GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

1. 250,000 MAHARASHTRA STATE GOVERNMENT CLERICAL AND 
LOWER GRADE EMPLOYEES BEGAN AN INDEFINITE STRIKE APRIL 19 
DEMANDING A COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE EQUAL TO THAT OF 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES. STRIKE LAUNCHED DESPITE 
RULING BY MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT THAT IT WAS ILLEGAL AS 
AFFECTING ' ESSENTIAL SERVICES." THE STRIKE HAS BEEN CALLED 
BY UNIONS NOT AFFILIATED TO NATIONAL TRAE UNION CENTERS 
AND NOT BELIEVED TO HAVE PARTICULAR POLITICAL LEANINGS. 
HOWEVER, A POLITICAL NOTE HAS BEEN INJECTED INTO THE STRIKE 

BY COMMUNIST LEADER S.A. DANGE WHO HAS ANNOUNCED SUPPORT OF 
CPI AND ITS AITUC CONFEDERATION FOR STATE EMPLOYEES' DEMAND. 

2. MAHARASHTRA CHIEF MINISTER S.B. CHAV AN HAS STATED 
THAT IT WOULD COST THE STATE AN ADDITIONAL RS. 750 
MILLION FOR THE 1975-76 BUDGET TO MEET THE EMPLOYEES' 

DEMAND. ONLY RS. 150 MILLION HAS BEEN ALLOCATED IN THE 
BUDGET FOR ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCES. UNION LEADER R.G. KARNIK 
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PRODUCE THE REVENUE TO PAY THE INCREASED ALLOWANCE. 

3. ON THE THIRD DAY OF THE STRIKE, THE UNIONS EXEMPTED 
DAIRIES, HOSPITALS, AND WATERWORKS FROM THE STRIKE. 

THE LAST STRIKE OF THIS TYPE WAS IN NOVEMBER 1970 WHICH 
LASTED TWELVE DAYS PRIOR TO REACHING A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES IN OTHER STATES HAVE ALSO BEEN 
DEMANDING PAYMENT OF THE COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE EQUAL 
TO THAT RECEIVED BY CENTRAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES. THUS 
FAR, THIS DEMAND HAS BEEN CONCEDED BY 1 1 STATES. SAXBE 
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